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Accounts for up to $23.5 billion in losses each 
year
IUU fishing cheats coastal communities that 
depend on fish for income
Skews scientific stock assessments that rely on 
accurate reporting and can lead to the collapse of 
fish stocks
Undermines rule of law and law-abiding fishers 
who play by the rules
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International Fisheries Legal and Policy Framework

* Binding

http://www.google.co.id/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkvN6-_ODMAhXBXaYKHSDgDA4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.talkvietnam.com/2012/12/unclos-1982-tool-for-sustainable-development/&psig=AFQjCNES06e1kt8EMQnr75OyS02NLo3g9A&ust=1463569779523855
http://www.google.co.id/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkvN6-_ODMAhXBXaYKHSDgDA4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.talkvietnam.com/2012/12/unclos-1982-tool-for-sustainable-development/&psig=AFQjCNES06e1kt8EMQnr75OyS02NLo3g9A&ust=1463569779523855


Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IUU)

I Fishing and fishing-related activities conducted in 
contravention of national, regional and international laws

U Non-reporting, misreporting or under-reporting of 
information on fishing operations and their catches

U
Fishing by “Stateless” vessels

Fishing in convention areas of RFMOs by non-party vessels

Fishing activities which are not regulated by States 

Fishing in areas or for fish stocks for which there are no 
conservation or management measures



The nature and 
impact of IUU 

fishing

Found in all types and 
dimensions of fisheries, occurs 
on the high seas and in areas 

under national jurisdiction

Undermines national and regional efforts 
to manage fisheries sustainably and 

conserve biodiversity

Motivated by economic gain; in some 
cases associated with organized crime 

and linked to indecent working 
conditions

Threatens livelihoods of 
fishers; exacerbates food 

insecurity and poverty

Takes advantage of 
corrupt 

administrations and 
exploits weak 
management 

regimes

Requires strong 
political will and 
concerted action
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PSMA overview and status

Binding International 

Agreement specific to IUU

Sets standards for port 

inspection of foreign fishing 

vessels

Agreement came into force 

on 5th June 2016

As of 30 Oct 2018, 56 Parties 

(Including the EU)



PSMA: Overview of Requirements and Operations



The implementation of the PSMA will not only strengthen international efforts to curb 
IUU fishing but will, also contribute to strengthened fisheries management and 
governance at all levels.

The PSMA is based on the fundamental principles of cooperation and collaboration, 
which are essential to in the fight against IUU fishing. 
• Robust implementation of PSMA will require cooperation at the global, regional and 

national level. 

For the PSMA to be effective, Parties would need to move ahead with developing 
implementation strategies, supported by sound policy, legal and institutional 
frameworks, as well as operational mechanisms sustained by sufficient human and 
financial resources.

Implementation of the PSMA



FAO GLOBAL (IUU) PSMA AND COMPLEMENTARY INTERNATIONAL 

INSTRUMENTS CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Capacity development to combat IUU fishing

 Since 2015, 40 capacity development projects through FAO’s 

Technical Cooperation Programme

 (e.g. Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand) - One Asia regional 

TCP project (Bangladesh, Cambodia Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam) 

 FAO is currently implementing a five-year capacity development 

programme through projects supported by partners and donors, 

executed at national, regional and global levels. 

 Funding from the EU, Norway, Korea,  Sweden  and  the  USA, USD 10 million 

over 5 years, and some 33 countries. 



Supporting the administration and implementation of the 

Agreement

 First Meeting of the Parties (May 2017)

 Open-ended Technical Working Group on Information 

Exchange 

 Development of an Assistance Fund

 Development of an on-line portal

 Development of a questionnaire to assess implementation

FAO GLOBAL (IUU) PSMA AND COMPLEMENTARY INTERNATIONAL 

INSTRUMENTS CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME



Promoting the implementation and further development of 

complementary tools 

 The Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport 

Vessels and Supply Vessels

 Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Schemes

FAO GLOBAL (IUU) PSMA AND COMPLEMENTARY INTERNATIONAL 

INSTRUMENTS CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
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